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Sir: 



In compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97, Applicants and other individuals associated 
with the filing or prosecution of this application wish to bring to the attention of the Examiner 
the patents, publications, and other information of which they are aware, listed on the attached 
form PTO-1449, which they believe may be relevant to the examination of this application or 
may be material to patentability and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56. Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner initial the 
form PTO-1449 after reviewing the pertinence of each reference. 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that any patent, 



publication, or other information referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention. In accordance 
with 37 CFR § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed 
to be an admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material 
to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). In accordance with 37 CFR 
§ 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(b), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed within three months of the filing date of the subject application. 

Copies of the references that are cited on the attached form PTO-1449 were 
previously submitted to or cited by the Office in prior application U.S. Serial Number 
09/458,168, filed December 9, 1999 (Merck Case No. 19892DA) which is a continuation of U.S. 
Serial Number 09/212,51 1, filed December 15, 1998 (Merck Case No. 19892), upon which the 
instant application relies for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C.§ 120. Therefore, pursuant to 
37 CFR § 1.98(d), copies of these references are not enclosed herewith. 

Any additional fees required in connection with this submission may be taken 
from Merck Deposit Account No. 13-2755. 
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